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With a body twisted by adolescent scoliosis and memories of the brutal death of a woman he loved,

Lynn Schooler kept the world at arm's length, drifting through the wilds of Alaska as a commercial

fisherman, outdoorsman, and wilderness guide. In 1990, Schooler met Japanese photographer

Michio Hoshino, and began a profound friendship cemented by a shared love of adventure and a

passionate quest to find the elusive glacier bear, an exceedingly rare creature, seldom seen and

shrouded in legend. But only after Hoshino's tragic death from a bear attack does Schooler succeed

in photographing the animal -- completing a remarkable journey that ultimately brings new meaning

to his life.The Blue Bear is an unforgettable book. Set amid the wild archipelagoes, deep glittering

fjords, and dense primordial forests of Alaska's Glacier Coast, it is rich with the lyric sensibility and

stunning prose of such nature classics as Barry Lopez's Arctic Dreams and Peter Matthiessen's The

Snow Leopard.
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Sprinkled with interesting forays into Alaskan biology, history, culture, oceanography, the ups and

downs of running a guide service, and the challenges, rewards, and hardships inherent with living in

a place like Alaska, "The Blue Bear" is a book that defies categorization in many ways because it

seems to be about so many different things, but Lynn Schooler writes with a clarity and depth of

perspective which prevents the book from seeming trivial or glossed over. Some people are not

patient with books which plunge into a section or chapter that may or may not relate directly to the



underlying narrative thread. I for one do not mind these "offshoot branches" in books, so long as

they hold my interest, as is the case with this book. A casual reader might think for a moment that

Schooler is merely grandstanding and showing off his vast knowledge of his subjects, flexing his

outdoor experience and intellect....but look just a bit deeper.... it becomes readily apparent that this

is a writer who is unafraid of questioning himself or freely admitting that he is not always correct,

who openly acknowledges and discusses his own faults (and we all have them) in a candid and

refreshing way.Reading this book also made me wish that I had the opportunity to meet Michio

Hoshino, the late wildlife photographer whose work is respected worldwide. This is another

testament to Lynn Schooler's writing. In all probability, my trails may have intersected with Michio's

at different times during my years in Fairbanks while attending UAF and working on photography

symposiums as a volunteer, but sadly, I never had the chance to meet the man whose work I

admire very much, and worse yet, I never will.
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